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B Y A D ECREE OF T H E N AT IONAL A SSEMBLY OF F RANCE

OF H UMAN RIGH TS AND T HOSE OF A CI T IZEN

I. People are born and remain free
 and equal in rights. Civic distinctions 
cannot have founding in anything else 

than public utility.

II. �e ultimate purpose of political 
association is to safeguard human natural 

and nonexpendable rights. 
�ese are rights to liberty, property, security, 

and resistance to oppression.

III. Sovereignty for all, in principle, 
resides in the nation. No assembly of people, 

and no individual person may hold civic authority 
that does not come from the nation expressly.

IV. Liberty consists in freedom to do 
whatever does not harm another;  

therefore, exercise of natural human rights 
has no limits except those necessary to secure 
enjoyment of the same rights to other people. 

�ese limits cannot be prescribed, 
only legally.

Representatives of the people of France, gathered into a National Assembly, 
have considered that ignorance, neglect, or disregard of human rights, are in themselves able to wrong the public 

and decompose forms of Government; therefore, they have decided to bring forward a solemn declaration 
of rights natural, nonexpendable and sacred, of a human being; so that this Declaration, ever to be in view

for the people at large, might at all times remind of their rights and their duties; 
so that acts of Government legislative and executive powers might in every instant 
be compared with an assertion on the ultimate purpose of political establishment, 

and become more respected; and so that citizen claims might have ground 
in principles simple and uncontestable, that ever do attend to 

the Constitution, as well as general wellbeing. 
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V. Law has no rationale to be prohibitive, 
unless individual activity is harmful 

to society. All that is not legally forbidden, 
cannot be hindered, nor may anyone 

be coerced to do what is not legally required.

VI. �e law is to give expression to resolves by 
people at large. Every citizen has the right to concur, 

personally or by representatives, in its forming. 
It must be the same to everyone, be it to protect, 

or to punish. All citizens are in the view equal, 
and are all equally eligible for public distinctions, 

places, and employments, according to ability solely
and without any di�erence except that 
to result from their valor and talents.

VII. No human being may be accused, arrested, 
or detained, unless their case is de�ned by the law, 

and the action accords with legally prescribed 
forms. Anyone to solicit, urge, execute, or bring 

about execution of an arbitrary order, 
has to be punished; but every citizen summoned 

or apprehended by law, ought to obey 
immediately, or they will be considered 

culpable of resistance.

VIII. Law has no rationale to impose penalties 
other than strictly and evidently necessary; 

and no one may be punished except 
by a law that was promulgated previously 

and remains in legal practice.

IX. Every human being is presumed innocent 
unless convicted by the law; if it is judged 

indispensable to arrest a person, all aggravation
 beyond what is necessary to secure 

court appearance, ought to be severely 
punished by the law.

X. No person may be harassed over opinions, 
also religious, provided that their expression 

does not disturb the public order 
as recognized by the law.

XI. Liberty to express thought and opinion 
is to a human being a most precious 
right; every citizen may speak, write 

and publish freely, except in cases 
recognized by the law as abuse 

on this liberty.

XII. A guarantee of human and citizen rights 
requires a public force; such force is 
instituted to bene�t all, and not for 

personal gain by the people 
to whom it is entrusted.

XIII. To support the public force and 
administrative expenses, a common contribution 

becomes indispensable. �e cost ought to
 be distributed among all citizens equally, 

according to their �nancial ability.

XIV. All citizens have the right to reason, 
in person or via representatives, on the

 necessity for particular public contributions, 
on their free approval, their use, 

quota, base of calculation, mode of 
collection, and duration.

XV. All citizenry have the right 
to require accounts of the time in o�ce, 

from all public agents.

XVI. Every community where rights are not 
guaranteed, and separation of powers is not 

de�ned, has no constitution.

XVII. �e right to own property is nonexpendable 
and  sacred; no one may be deprived of their 

property except in a case of legally acknowledged 
and evident public exigency, on condition 

of prior and fair remuneration.
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